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EQUALITY AND THE CONTENT OF EDUCATION
AMONG THE VARIOUS factors that afiect the kind of
education received by a particular child we may mention
its sex, its social and economic class, the career it hopes
to follow, the wishes of its parents, and its ability. In
practice some or all of these considerations usually work
simultaneously, and we have already mentioned some of
their effects. The Act of 1944 envisages ability and aptitude
as the only relevant criteria by which the kind of education
to be received by a person shall be decided. We are com-
mitted to a policy of equality of opportunity for all
children. But the idea of equality in its bearing upon the
curriculum is too complex to be dismissed in a phrase, and
further examination of the conception of equality of
opportunity is necessary if we are to understand some of
the controversies that surround the content of education.
It may help to clarify our ideas if we return once more
to Plato. He envisaged, of course, a very sharp differen-
tiation in his educational system to correspond with the
intellectual and moral endowments of the individual
members of his Republic. Dividing them at birth into
three psychological types, he was concerned only that the
content of their educa;tion should be fitted to their poten-
tialities. The appetitive, the executive, and ..the. philosophic'
soul all demand their different curricula. Two points at